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government headed by Venizelos (September, 1916 L and, in the summer of 1917, the bombardment of Athens by an allied force, the deposition of Constantine, the return of Venizelos to Athens, and the declaration of war by Greece on the central Powers—were engineered by the western allies. Russia had the good fortune to play but a minor role in these developments.
Having stumbled into the war unprepared and more or less by accident, Russia was caught short not only of guns and munitions but also of that all-important requisite of modern warfare—war aims. Repetitious verbiage about brotherly love for Serbia and German arrogance and bestiality fin which the Russians who knew Germany well found it difficult to believe) was obviously not enough. Sazonov Js first attempt at rationalizing the irrational—for war is always irrational—was singularly unimaginative and anemic. The program he outlined to Buchanan and Paleologue on September H, 1914, N.S., provided for cession of Alsace, Lorraine, and parts of the Rhineiand to France; the restoration of Belgium and the enlargement of her territory at the expense of Germany; the return of Schleswig and Holstein to Denmark; the restoration of the kingdom of Hanover; the reorganization of Austria-Hungary as a tripartite monarchy, with the Czechs as the third full-fledged partner; the transfer to Serbia of Bosnia, Herzegovina, Dalmatia, and northern Albania; compensation to Bulgaria in Serbian Macedonia and the annexation by Greece of southern Albania; the annexation of Valona by Italy; the partition of German colonies among England, France, and Japan; and a war indemnity. Russian territorial gains were limited to eastern Galicia and the region along the lower course of the Nieman as well as the inclusion of Posen, Silesia, and western Galicia in the future autonomous Poland, which was to be under Russian rule.
This dreary catalogue of "historic grievances" and "legitimate national aspirations" compiled from the dusty files of the foreign office was hardly of a nature to arouse enthusiasm in Russia. No claims of any kind were made on Turkey; it was not until September 26, N.S., that Sazonov, as an afterthought, amended his list by demanding the free passage of Russian warships through the Straits. Tbe question of the partition of the Ottoman empire was first raised by the British. Sazonov agreed that if Turkey joined Germany "she must cease to exist/' while he continued to exert himself to prevent this contiagmey.

